Meiosis of the germ cells of the embryonic sheep ovaries does not normally occur in organ culture when the ovary is removed before a critical period ( 5 oth day). This has also been observed by C HALLONBR ( 1975 ) 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In the female sheep embryo, a development of chromosome condensation followed by decondensation is observed. Figures are essentially the same as those noted by W ALT E RS ( 1970 , 1972 ) in Lilium, in the human by S'rnxr, and I,ucmrm (1971) and in the rabbit. In this last species, a chromosome condensation with polarisation exists (DEviCTOR-VUILLFT et al., 1973 
